Loricaria luciae, new species, is described from the the rio Paraguay basin of Bolivia, Brazil, and Paraguay, south to its confluence with the rio Paraná in Argentina. It is distinguished from all congeners by the following combination of characteristics: pectoral girdle entirely naked or with small isolated plates near base of pectoral fin, post-ural plate at base of caudal fin large (plate length 17.0-20.3% HL), and total lateral plates 32-33 (modally 32). The new species occurs in a variety of habitats ranging from small, seasonally intermittent streams with clear water to large, turbid rivers over sand and mud substrates. It is sympatric with at least three other species of Loricaria in the Paraguay and lower Paraná drainages, including L. apeltogaster Boulenger 1895, L. coximensis Rodriguez et al. 2012, and L. simillima Regan 1904. 
Introduction
The South American genus Loricaria Linnaeus 1758 is a group of armored catfishes distributed in the Amazon, Orinoco, Paraguay, Paraná, and smaller coastal rivers draining the Guiana and Brazilian Shields. The species of Loricaria generally occur over sandy or muddy substrates in a variety of water bodies ranging from insular streams to large lowland rivers, floodplain lakes, and coastal areas (Taylor 1983; Le Bail et al. 2000; Thomas & Rapp PyDaniel 2008) .
A discrepancy currently exists in the number of species recognized in the genus. Following a revision by Isbrücker (1981) , 11 nominal species were recognized. A reclassification by Isbrücker in Isbrücker et al. (2001) resulted in the transfer of two species, L. prolixa Isbrücker 1979 and L. lentiginosa Isbrücker & Nijssen 1978 , to a new genus, Proloricaria, reducing the species to nine. Proloricaria was treated as a synonym of Loricaria by Ferraris in Reis et al. (2003) and Covain & Fisch-Muller (2007) due to a lack of clear diagnostic characters; however, it was recognized as valid by Ferraris (2007) . Although the genus Loricaria can be diagnosed, its species can be difficult to distinguish and their taxonomic status, complete distributions, and interrelationships are uncertain (Isbrücker 1981) .
Recent work indicates that Loricaria is more diverse than previously considered (Isbrücker 1981 (Isbrücker , 2001 ) with six additional species described during the past decade (Rodriguez & Miquelarena 2003; Thomas & Rapp PyDaniel 2008; Thomas & Sabaj Pérez 2010; Rodriguez et al. 2012) . Upon examination of loricariine catfish 
